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LEAD AND ZINC 


For many years most of the lead produced in the United 
States came from mines in an area now known as Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois. The region around Galena, 
named for the most common lead mineral in the deposits, 
was the first in this country to produce large quantities 
of this important metal. Some of the oldest mines are said 
to have been worked by the Indians a century before the 
arrival of white men. The Jesuit explorers wrote in their 
journals of mineral wealth and Indian mining on the 
Upper Mississippi, and mines near the site of Galena 
were shown on a map made by Father Hennepin in 1687. 

The French government sent such men as Le Sueur 
and Iberville into the area in the 1690’s on exploring and 
mining expeditions, and lead became a regular article of 
commerce between the Indians and the French trappers 
and traders early in the 18th century. In 1741 one mine on 
the Galena River produced 2,500 bars of lead, each weigh- 
ing from 60 to 80 pounds. In 1810, 400,000 pounds were 
manufactured and sold to Canadian traders; the earliest 
route of export was northeast to Quebec and Montreal, 
but by 1776 the French were shipping small quantities of 
lead down the Mississippi to New Orleans. 

The Galena region became English territory at the 
close of the French and Indian War and was transferred 
to the United States after the Revolution. The French- 
Canadians and the Indians attempted to keep the early 
American explorers and miners out of the lead region, 
but were unsuccessful. Prospectors, adventurers, and 
squatters were attracted to the area in such numbers that 
by 1826 it had a population of 450 and in 1827, when the 
Indians still had undisputed possession of the rest of 
northern Illinois, Jo Daviess County was organized. 

By 1830 the population of Jo Daviess County had 
reached 2,000; the year before, the production of its lead 
mines had increased to 13,343,150 pounds. Most of the lead 
went on flat boats to New Orleans and from there was 
shipped to New York, although 3,000 pounds was sent 
overland to Chicago by wagon in 1829. Because of the 
lead produced in the Galena district the United States 
exported this mineral in 1841 and in 1845 led the world 
in its production. In that year the Galena mines attained 
their maximum yield and produced 54,500,000 of the 
60,000,000 to 65,000,000 pounds mined in the entire 
country. Even though the output of the region declined, 


KNOW YOUR STATE 


it still produced 87 per cent of the American total in 1852. 

Around 1850 the shallower diggings near Galena had 
been largely exhausted and the development of mining 
in the districts about Lake Superior and in the Rocky 
Mountains and California began to attract miners to other 
parts of the country. Since 1830 there had been a great 
movement of farmers into Jo Daviess County, and by 1870 
its lead mines were no longer of national importance. 

However, in 1852 the first zinc smelter available to 
the region was established at La Salle, and the zinc in- 
dustry became increasingly important in the northwestern 
corner of the State. As early as 1839 the presence of zinc 
ore there had been officially reported, but after being 
separated from the lead ore with which it occurred it had 
been tossed aside; thousands of tons lay neglected upon 
the surface because of lack of near-by smelters for 
reducing it to the metal. In 1870 another smelter began 
operations at Peru, and by 1876 Jo Daviess County was 
producing approximately 12,000 tons of zinc. 

When mining to greater depths became necessary, and 
new deposits were discovered elsewhere, zinc mining — 
as had that of lead — declined in Illinois. In the period 
from 1906 to 1930 zinc produced in the northwestern part 
of the State totaled 66,198 tons valued at $10,078,836, and 
lead totaled 12,356 tons valued at $1,422,290. During the 
1930’s it was a common belief that the Galena ore bodies 
had been worked out. However, when shortages of these 
materials occurred during the recent war, several old 
mines were successfully reopened and a search for other 
deposits resulted in the discovery of new ore bodies. 

In 1944, 1,693 tons of zinc and 93 tons of lead were 
produced in northwestern Illinois; the following year the 
amounts had increased to 3,757 and 485 tons, respectively, 
whereas production of lead and zinc for the nation as a 
whole declined 6 and 15 per cent, respectively, from the 
1944 output, and imports of lead-bearing materials dropped 
to the lowest level since 1940. As a large part of the 
northwestern Illinois district has not been systematically 
prospected for the deeper type of deposit, there is the 
possibility that if prevailing conditions of relatively high 
price and strong domestic demand for zinc and lead con- 
tinue, the Galena region will see a continuation of the 
intensive prospecting now going on and the discovery and 
development of other new deposits. 
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Economic Outlook for 1948 


At this time of the year it is customary to present on this 
page a discussion of the economic outlook for the coming 
year. In approaching this task the maxim that “hindsight 
is better than foresight” is called forcefully to mind. 
Economic forecasting has not yet developed to the status 
of a science. The forecaster must deal simultaneously 
with a multiplicity of complex and diverse elements. 
Among the elements involved are such unpredictables as 
the weather, political action, and human behavior. Psy- 
chological factors have an important bearing upon busi- 
ness activity, but little is known about mass psychology 
in the economic sphere. Economic forecasts for a period 
that extends beyond that which lies immediately ahead 
should, therefore, be regarded as tentative and subject 
io a wide margin of error. 

With the prevailing weather, length of the work week, 
and technology, the economy of the country operated at 
approximately full capacity in 1947. Production was sup- 
ported in 1947 by the small amount of time lost through 
work stoppages on account of labor disputes, the con- 
tinued unsatisfied demand for durable goods, and the 
unprecedentedly large volume of exports. 

If not disrupted by major strikes, the level of pro- 
duction attained in 1947 will probably be maintained for 
the first part of 1948, but the over-all volume for the 
year is not likely to exceed that for 1947. Because of its 
bearing on agricultural production the weather is one of 
the key factors in the production situation. The weather 
may prove to be a major factor in altering the course of 
inflation. Good crops in this country and abroad might 
reverse the trend of agricultural prices and precipitate 
the postwar readjustment in the general price level that 
has been so widely anticipated. The fate of agricultural 
production will, of course, not be known until middle or 
late summer. In the meantime, the heavy demand for our 
food supplies may cause food prices to push still higher. 

The outcome of the third round of wage negotiations 
that will be opened in April in such major concerns as 
U. S. Steel, General Motors, General Electric, and West- 
inghouse will have an important bearing upon both pro- 
duction and price trends in 1948. The situation presents a 
dilemma in that prolonged work stoppages will decrease 
production and, assuming sustained demand, exert pres- 


sure for higher prices. On the other hand, if the unions 
demand sizable wage increases and such demands are 
readily granted, the result will be to give further impetus 
to the wage-cost-price spiral. How to break this vicioys 
circle poses a difficult problem. It probably cannot be 
completely broken in the near future, but the inflation 
potential could be lessened if industries would reduce 
prices immediately to the fullest extent possible and if 
labor unions would refrain from requesting wage in- 
creases except in hardship cases. Food prices constitute 
the real bogey and there appears to be no feasible method 
of reducing this important element in the cost of living 
at the present time. 

Although the physical volume of industrial production 
is now running about 90 per cent higher than during the 
1935-39 period, demand in general is still running ahead of 
supply. This situation is, of course, reflected in the high 
price level. The imbalance between demand and supply 
stems from the fact that the supply of money and bank 
deposits has increased more than two and one-half times 
since 1941. This marked increase in purchasing power is 
a result of the heavy borrowing from commercial banks 
to finance the war. The potential inflation created by the 
marked increase in the supply of money has become a 
reaiity through the increased spending to satisfy an accu- 
mulation of several years’ demand for goods of all kinds. 
During the past two years buyers have sought to acquire 
a volume of durable goods perhaps larger than might 
normally have been acquired in a five-year period. To the 
demand of consumers has been added that of manu- 
facturers, wholesalers, and retailers to build up their 
inventories. The recent heavy export trade has con- 
tributed further to the demand for our goods. 

War-created shortages in some lines have disappeared, 
but demand for public and private construction, steel, 
automobiles, and many other types of durable goods is 
far from satisfied. The need for housing and other types 
of construction seems likely to persist for many years. 
Production in 1948 will also be supported by high wages 
in the organized trades, the large volume of liquid savings, 
and possibly by further marked increases in consumer 
credit and commercial loans. The rate of inventory accu- 
mulation, however, seems certain to decline in 1948. Use 
of any Federal surplus to reduce the debt will have a de- 
flationary effect. To the extent that any reduction in taxes 
impedes debt reduction and increases private spending, 
the effect will be inflationary. Exports in 1948 would nor- 
mally be expected to decline, but loans under the Marshall 
Plan may support the current volume of such trade. 

The darkest cloud in the economic outlook originates 
from maladjustments in price and income relationships. 
The incomes of millions of families have not kept pace 
with skyrocketing prices, and they are being increasingly 
forced to curtail their purchases. An even greater reduc- 
tion in demand may be expected when the pent-up demand 
for durable goods has been satisfied. No one can predict 
when this will happen. It seems safe to predict, however, 
that an important reversal in business activity is not likely 
during the next few months. It may not occur in 1948, 
but sooner or later a substantial readjustment may be 
expected. The higher prices soar in the meantime, the 
more serious the slump will be when it occurs. 
business management dictates that caution be exercised 
during the coming year in accumulating inventories and 
in extending credit. 

It should be kept in mind that major changes in the 
trend of economic events usually occur when they are 
least expected. 
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General business activity continued to risé during the 
month of December. The automobile industry in two con- 
secutive weeks smashed all previous weekly postwar pro- 
duction records. Total United States production in the 
week ending December 18 was approximately 114,880 
units, compared with the 111,569 unit output of the week 
before. Total value of the year’s production at wholesale 
prices is estimated at $8,500,000,000, or 63 per cent higher 
than the figure for 1946. Truck output reached a new all- 
time annual high, exceeding last year’s figure by about a 
third, and the previous high year of 1941 by 17 per cent. 

A new peacetime high in steel output was also reached 
in December. During the first two weeks of the month 
steel mills operated at 97.7 per cent of capacity, the 
highest in the last three and one-half years. Production 
amounted to 1,710,000 net tons per week, but was increased 
still further the third week to 1,711,400 net tons when the 
mills operated at 97.8 per cent of capacity. There was 
every indication that the year’s production of basic steel 
would be close to 85,000,000 net tons, which would be over 
18,000,000 more than the 1946 total, about 32,000,000 more 
than the figure for 1939, and 57 per cent of the total world 
output of 148,600,000 tons. 

On December 26 the Bureau of Mines reported that 
soft coal production in the United States this year has 
exceeded 600,000,000 tons for the second time in history 
and is near the 1944 record of 620,000,000 tons. As of De- 
cember 20, production of bituminous coal and lignite 
totaled 603,671,000 tons, 16.6 per cent more than the 1946 
figure on the same date. This gain was due to an increase 
in the number of railroad cars available for- coal trans- 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— DECEMBER 


portation as well as a reduction in the number of strikes. 

Department of Commerce figures show that construc- 
tion activity declined only 6 per cent in December as the 
industry put 34 per cent more new construction in place 
than it did in December, 1946. Because of the big end-of- 
the-year volume, construction activity in 1947 hit an esti- 
mated $12,878,000,000, up 30 per cent from 1946. Resi- 
dential building declined only 1 per cent in December, its 
volume for the month being estimated at $560,000,000. A 
14 per cent decrease in public work — chiefly highways — 
was responsible for most of the decline in over-all volume. 

According to the Department of Agriculture, the gen- 
eral level of farm prices rose 5 per cent between mid- 
November and mid-December to a record high of 301 
per cent of the 1909-1914 average. The previous all-time 
high was 289 per cent, set last October. Prices paid by 
farmers also reached ‘a new record. On December 15 the 
index of prices paid was 245 per cent of the 1910-1914 
average. The farm price level in mid-December was 14 
per cent higher than last January and the index of prices 
paid 16 per cent higher. 

The BLS General Index of 28 sensitive commodities 
(August, 1939 = 100) decreased from 358.7 on December 
1 to 353.1 on December 31, or 1.6 per cent; the foodstuffs 
index decreased from 455.4 to 448.0, or 1.6 per cent, dur- 
ing the same period. The BLS index for 889 principal 
commodities, on the other hand, increased for the eighth 
consecutive week, reaching a new postwar high of 163.0 
per cent of the 1926 average during the week ending 
December 27. This was 2.0 per cent above the level of a 
month ago, and 16.8 per cent higher than a year ago. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— DECEMBER 


Recent reports indicate that industrial production in the 
Midwest will have reached a new peacetime high in 
value of product in 1947. The dollar value of production 
for the Chicago area has been estimated by one survey 
at $11,500,000,000. Because there are no reliable data 
available, this figure was based on reports by various 
industries in the area. Improved labor relations and raw 
material supply receive part of the credit for the new 
high; part goes to plant expansion and improvements 
which amounted to more than $170 millions by December 
1. Production in 1947 is expected to be about the same 
as in 1944, the peak year during the war. Even though 
the 1947 figure is about 300 per cent of that for 1939 and 
one-fourth better than in 1946, the number of physical 
units produced gave little cause for celebration. Price in- 
creases resulted in a value gain of $1.6 billions or more, 
but unit output increased only slightly and was still below 
the wartime peak. 

Latest United States Department of Agriculture re- 
leases on 1947 crop production and 1948 estimates are 
not particularly cheering, even though 1947 is the fourth 
largest production year recorded. Final figures for wheat, 
corn, and oats were down from previous estimates and 
caused an aggravation of tight grain supplies and concern 
for a worth-while foreign aid program. Corn production 
for the nation in 1947 is finally set at 2,401,000,000 bushels, 
850 million bushels below the 1946 figure of 3,250,000,000 
bushels, less than the 10-year average of 2,639,000,000 
bushels, and the smallest since 1936. Wheat production of 
1,365,000,000 bushels topped last year’s figure of 1,153,- 
000,000 bushels, however, as well as the 10-year average. 
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Value of agricultural crops in Illinois rose more than 
$100 millions above the 1946 peak to $1,300,000,000 in 
1947, this being the second consecutive year that agri- 
culture has been a billion dollar industry in this State. 
This seeming prosperity, as in the case of manufactured 
goods, is a result of rising prices. Corn production of 
343,000,000 bushels, highest in the nation and valued at 
$824 millions, was one-third less than in 1946 even though 
it brought $60 millions more to Illinois farmers. Soybean 
production, 84 per cent of 1946, brought $21,000,000 more 
than last year’s crop. In 1947, 28,000,000 bushels of winter 
wheat was worth $67 millions to Illinois farmers, whereas 
in 1946, 31 million bushels paid $38,000,000. Total grain 
production for the year was nearly 514 million tons 
lower than in 1946 and 900,000 tons less than the average 
for 1939-45. 

December predictions for the winter wheat crop set 
1948 production at an estimated 838,705,000 bushels for the 
United States, of which nearly 31,000,000 bushels will be 
produced in Illinois. While the national figure is a de- 
crease from 1,068,000,000 bushels for 1947, the Illinois 
estimate is increased from 28,300,000 for 1947. The 
USDA’s December forecast for 1948 indicates an acreage 
increased by a little better than 300,000 acres in Illinois 
and about 2,200,000 for the nation. The anticipated de- 
crease in national production in spite of increased acreage 
is explained by this fall’s poor growing conditions in the 
West, which got winter wheat off to a bad start. Fortu- 
nately, weather conditions in Illinois thus far have been 
more favorable to the winter wheat crop than has been 
true for the country as a whole. 
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Percentage Changes November, 1946, to November, 1947 


General Summary 


Only one group continued to report an annual decline in 
November, as increases ranged as high as 127.5 per 
cent. Most of the annual margins were less than 20 per 
cent, however. 

Construction work showed unusual activity in Novem- 
ber, with new contract award valuations jumping 35 per 
cent from the October level and more than doubling 
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November, 1947 
Percentage I 

ndex 

Indicators Change from 1935- 
1939 = 

Nov. Oct 

1946 | 1947 | 100 
UN oe i oe aa eed +15.2 | —11.4 | 277.3 
Building permits*................ +70.8 | —20.1 | 563.0 
Clee IIIs a ond necaeeaaee +27.0| — 7.6} 138.5 
Construction contracts awarded*...|+127.5 | +35.0]| 490.6 
Department storesalesin Chicago®..| + 2.0} + 7.0] ..... 
Employment, manufacturing*.....| + 2.1 | + 0.8] 132.9 
EE OE ay +19.0 | — 3.6] 286.2 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’....| +10.0 | — 1.1] 189.1 
Pay rolls, manufacturing’......... +13.3 | + 1.4] 298.2 
Petroleum production®............ —11.3 | — 0.6] 236.5 














* Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ’ Illinois 
Department of Labor; ‘Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; * F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
* Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; ‘Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


last November’s figure. Building permit valuations, al- 
though dropping seasonally, were also high on an annual 
basis. Coal production, continuing at about the same or 
lower production levels, nevertheless showed a sizable 
annual gain, chiefly attributed to the crippling strike 
which cut production last fall. Department stores, on the 
other hand, showed only small gains over last year’s 
record level. 

Pay rolls continued to show much greater annual 
gains than employment, reflecting the large number of 
wage increases in the past year as a result of increases in 
the cost of living. The only decline, in petroleum produc- 
tion, represented the fourteenth successive annual de- 
crease in this group. 





WHOLESALE PRICES 


The all-item index of wholesale prices of 889 commodi- 
ties increased slightly, 0.6 per cent, between October and 
November. Showing an advance for the sixth consecu- 
tive month, the BLS index stood at 159.5, 14.2 per cent 
above the level of a year ago. This was the smallest annual 
margin since June, 1946, however. 

Grain prices were up slightly as a result of renewed 
government purchasing, increased mill buying, strong 
corn demand, and uncertainty regarding the wheat crop. 
A noticeable decline in livestock and poultry quotations, 
however, more than offset these increases, and prices of 
all farm products fell 0.9 per cent, to mark the only 
decrease in the month. 

Higher grain prices have tended to keep those of hides, 
skins, and leather up, as the latter rose 5.6 per cent in 
the month. Lean livestock coming on the market, heavy 
foreign and domestic demand, and light offerings have 
led to a shortage of fats and oils. Coupled with increases 
in drugs and pharmaceuticals, this has pushed prices 
of chemicals and allied products up 5.6 per cent, also. 

On an annual basis, foods were up only 7.6 per cent, 
showing the smallest annual margin. 
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November, 1947 


Percentage Change 








Commodity from Index 
Nov. Oct. “a 
1946 1947 
All commodities............ +14.2 +0.6 159.5 
Parit GYOGMEUS. 6... 2s ecsccnes +10.7 —0.9 187.9 
| SAPS BA eerie + 7.6 +0.1 178.0 
Hides and leather products....| +17.3 +5.6 202.4 
Textile products.............. +10.0 +1.2 144.7 
Fuel and lighting materials... .| +25.0 +1.9 118.1 
Metals and metal products..... +16.4 +0.3 151.5 
Building materials............ +28.9 +0.9 187.5 
Chemicals and allied products..}| +14.2 +5.6 135.8 
Housefurnishing goods......... +12.4 +0.5 132.9 
Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +11.5 +1.5 118.8 
Pe err +14.4 +0.2 175.5 
Semimanufactured articles... .. +21.1 +1.5 156.4 
Manufactured articles......... +12.9 +0.7 152.1 
All commodities other than 
farith OFOGUCIS. .... 6.0. ccccss +15.2 +1.1 153.1 
All commodities other than ; 


farm products and foods..... +17. 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
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Postal Receipts 
(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 


measure of local business conditions over a riod of time, 
since their fluctuations in the long term follow to a con- 
siderable extent the variations in general business activity.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 



































since great transfers of funds take place between those ; 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other Percentage Change 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) City November from 
Monthly declines in bank debits were reported in all 1947 November} October 
fifteen reporting Illinois cities, with an average decrease 1946 1947 
of 11.4 per cent, but the volume was still 15.2 per cent 
above a year ago. Decatur showed a 33.0 per cent drop, TIM. os ncnscevsasscsact $ 20,967 + 8.1 —- 0.9 
greater than in any other city, whereas Quincy reported Aurora «........+.+see0e: 57,480 +17.6 — 6.5 
Ae ee eee 20,195 — 4.0 — 9.2 
the smallest change, — 5.9 per cent. All the cities showed Bloomington............. 54,072 — 8.7 —13.6 
gains for the year except Joliet, which reported a scant SRDS ¢ Festus tiaunedi at 7,172 +13.1 + 2.2 
drop of 0.3 per cent. Quincy banks showed the greatest Cie 9,434 + 6.8 —_— 
annual increases. _ GI vicvesnvenss tal 11,084 | +17.0 | 10.9 
Debits in the Chicago and St. Louis Federal Reserve aa WRC ea = ~ .s “aa 
Districts dropped 10.7 per cent and 11.4 per cent, respec- hicago.........+.-++++5 8 ,654,5 + 6.5 - 4. 
tively, in the month, less than the 11.8 per cent decline Danville............---+. 34,012 + 4.3 —10.7 
for the twelve districts combined. Annual gains of 15.2 eee. Oe iN cman 55,252 + 8.6 —13.6 
per cent and 14.7 per cent were more than twice as great st St. Louis and Nationa 
as the 7.2 per cent advance for the entire nation, however. Elen “ noone NOs ae wNIDS 52°914 ; 90 20/5 
pee Si i isaac ei alakdueGn pe t44 - ¥ 
. se ere 10,4 + 6. — 4. 
Life Insurance Sales Joliet oa eesseerececeee 58,296 | +32.2 | +30.5 
(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- nkakee...........+..- 22,097 +15.9 — 4.8 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because se ~ haat ha aed a ali "te iss J . 
nr ce Same cane ai 107272 | +86 | — 6.9 
inois sales of ordinary life insurance totale - 
316,000 in November, only 1.1 per cent below the October Murphysboro. ........... 4,618 + 3.6 J 
: } PNAS doo vie vcasencadl 137,763 | +10.6 | —10.7 
total, but 10.0 per cent above the November, 1946, figure. es x. ke sidscevakee 44,295 we Ae —19.9 
Sales in the United States declined more in the month, eee 113,176 +11.4 —11.4 
2.5 per cent, but rose 10.1 per cent in the year. The Rock Island.............. 46 ,284 +13.8 ~ Im 
January-November, 1947, Illinois figure was 4.7 per cent = Springfield............... 130,382 + 5.5 —26.6 
below the corresponding period of a year ago, while the eee 20 ,486 +21.5 - 0.5 
United States volume was down 4.3 per cent. West Frankfort........... 4,536 — 3.7 —10.8 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 
Percentage Change 
Cit November November October Nov., 1947, from 
1 
d 1947 1946 1947 November October 
1946 1947 
URSIN, SON Nees, TSR rie en bY $8,642,434 $7,500 ,043 $9,758,096 +15.2 —11.4 
IE Re REORETOe DR ee Ree! So) BIE 2 21,994 18,763 23,909 +17.2 — 8.0 
Aurora PRAIA 2 as BP eat cee ial: 30,819 28,323 33,362 + 8.8 ms 7.6 
en ree a en Figaro ee 5 Q 47, +13. —14. 
Chetan tlie se ah se ts lhe Arta ta te a cal Gee wo eae 37,279 33,114 46,135 +12.6 —19.2 
ES oc oec ons Cs sown teatidas oc ieed 7,842,355 6,793,256 8,837,808 +15.4 —11.3 
Danville OSS One oem in ne Pee ie 32,581 29,835 137.048 +10.3 -12.0 
NE ns 4awe cla Sues abe kee aaa eke eee » 364 »586 + 1. —33. 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 117,745 98° 397 135,144 +19.7 —12.9 
|| REE ERIN cir eat aS 985 5 AE Le eE- 20 ,947 20 ,580 23,760 + 1.8 —11.8 
ek sek oe eee ene 35.225 35,320 38.737 « 3 = 0.1 
SIE NAR NE NOC EP IA 24,271 21,290 28,033 +14.0 —13.4 
is ein cere'h ak Baa a bn t's 6 Cale Re Wa meee 4 190,113 159,419 203 ,129 +19.3 — 6.4 
a i ale sae ee cae 28,174 23,135 29932 +21.8 - 5.9 
a ee op EE eee 86 ,036 74,337 92 ,403 +15.7 — 6.9 
I, 6.2 55 an. nau efit ace colors wkd ence wanna al 63 ,388 58 ,960 74,922 + 7.5 —15.4 




















Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Illinois coal production totaled 5,038,107 tons in Novem- 
ber, a 7.6 per cent decline from the October figure, but 27.0 
per cent above the output of a year ago. Cumulative pro- 
duction for the first eleven months of 1947 was 56,212,359 
tons, 7.6 per cent more than in January-November, 1946. 

Public utilities are using more coal than ever before 
to produce the huge amount of electricity required to 
power new air-conditioning plants, deep-freeze units, and 
other electrical appliances being installed in so many 
homes and businesses today. This trend, coupled with the 
ever-present shortage of transportation facilities, has kept 
supplies at very low levels in many sections. 

The shaft mines, with five fewer operators, reported a 
6.4 per cent decline in output, while the strip mines, with 
24 instead of 25 operators, showed a decline of 10.5 per cent. 


Petroleum 


Petroleum production in Illinois fields in November totaled 
5,328,000 barrels, just 0.6 per cent below the October out- 
put, but 11.3 per cent below the November, 1946, volume. 
Production in the first eleven months of 1947, 61,260,000 
barrels, was 11.2 per cent below that for the same period 
in 1946. 

The number of new wells completed in November was 
105, eight more than last month, but eight fewer than 
November, 1946. So far in 1947, 1,025 new wells have been 
completed, 238 fewer than in the corresponding period 
a year ago. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Production by Illinois utilities of electric power for 
public use totaled 1,441,534,000 kilowatt hours in October, 
as reported by the Federal Power Commission. This was 
7.9 per cent above the volume for September and 11.1 
per cent above the October, 1946, level. 

United States: production increased 4.0 per cent be- 
tween September and October to 22,338,103,000 kilowatt 
hours, a 10.5 per cent gain over the output of October, 
1946. Water power accounted for 24.6 per cent of the 
October production, as compared with 31.1 per cent a year 
ago. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


Building permit valuations totaled $32,481,671 in the 
209 reporting Illinois cities in November, a 20.1 per cent 


drop from the level for October. The total number of per- 
mits issued fell 40.8 per cent, but more large projects were 
included in the November awards. This month’s figure 
was 70.8 per cent above that for November, 1946. 

The greatest monthly decline reported was in new non- 
residential building, 35.9 per cent, while new residential 
building and additions, alterations, repairs, and installa- 
tions showed decreases of 10.5 per cent and 9.4 per cent, 
respectively. 

New residential building more than doubled between 
November, 1946, and November, 1947, showing a 122.5 
per cent increase. Additions, alterations, repairs, and in- 
stallation gained 37.3 per cent, and new nonresidential 
building advanced 29.7 per cent in the year. 

Forty-one permits were issued for large projects in 
November, more than in any other month this year, 17 
of these in Chicago. These included 6 large apartment 
buildings, a church, two schools, a factory, a railroad 
building, a warehouse and office, a store, a home for the 
aged, a public works building, an auto sales and service 
building, and a Diesel repair shop. Permits issued in 
surburban cities included 12 apartment buildings to house 
371 families in Elmhurst, a 96-apartment building and 
4 factories in Evanston, a garage and storage building 
for a factory in Lincolnwood, a factory in Franklin Park, 
and an office and shop building in Des Plaines. Downstate 
permits were issued for an 8-apartment building and 
offices in Springfield, stores in Carbondale and Galesburg, 
and an office building in East St. Louis. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Illinois construction contracts awarded in November 
rose to $81,524,000, 35.0 per cent above the October figure 
and 127.5 per cent over a year ago. This total was the 
greatest in five years and 25 per cent above the previous 
5-year high in August. 

Public works and utilities construction more than 
doubled in the month, reporting a 139.7 per cent increase, 
and nonresidential building showed a gain of 40.7 per 
cent, these two more than offsetting a 25.6 per cent decline 
in the number of residential contracts awarded. 

Compared with the November, 1946, figures, nonresi- 
dential building more than tripled, public works and 
utilities construction more than doubled, and residential 
contracts showed a 52.3 per cent increase. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 








Percentage Change 
Nov., 1947, from 











Type of Construction Nov. Nov. October 
1947 1946 1947 

Nov. Oct. 

1946 1947 
Total Construction. ..| $81,524 | $35,828 | $60,405 |+127.5 | +35.0 
Total Building.......... | 54,608 23,226 49,175 |+135.1 +11.0 
Residential.......... 16,331 10,720 71,941 |+ 52.3 —25.6 
Nonresidential....... 38,277 12,506 27,234 |+206.1 | +40.5 
Public Works and Utilities} 26,916 12,602 11,230 |+113.6 | +139.7 




















Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Last year’s Christmas shopping season started off with 
an unexpected bang in November, but this year’s sales 
have so far shown only moderate pre-Christmas gains, 
much smaller than even normally would be expected. 
Chicago department store sales rose only 7 per cent 
between October and November, reflecting a leveling off 
from the larger monthly gains in September and October. 
The annual margin of 2 per cent, when the higher price 
level is considered, indicates that physical volume is lower 
than a year ago. 

Such a small increase in department store trade might 
be attributed partly to the policy of mail order houses, 
which bought up great quantities of soft goods last spring. 
As a consequence, department stores were finding it diffi- 
cult to restock on certain items, while mail order houses 
did a huge volume of business in November. Stocks are 
generally better balanced, however, which would tend to 
counteract this inhibitory effect. 


Other Kinds of Business 


No monthly change was reported for retail trade in No- 
vember in all Chicago independent stores combined, but 
volume was 9 per cent greater than in November, 1946. 
Nationally, the normal seasonal rise in November is 20 
per cent. This pattern has been distorted in recent years, 
but was expected to reassert itself this year, and its 
failure to do so in Chicago was disappointing. 

Apparel sales rose 14 per cent in the month, a much 
greater gain than in October, as monthly increases of 
71 per cent in furriers and fur shops and 22 per cent 
in men’s and boys’ furnishings stores and family clothing 
stores were reported. However, these and increases in 
other groups were counteracted by declines ranging as 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 











Percentage Change 

ae Nov., 1947, from 11 months, 

Cities 1947 from 

November| October |11 months, 
1946 1947 1946 
0 Se Ee ee +17 +2 +26 
ra ols he +16 — 8 +17 
SO EE ee +13 — 8 +21 
eer ere +9 0 +13 
BIGGS Kawwds + hnkeecen +14 0 +21 
RE a ree + 1 +1 +12 
2. ee ere + 3 —14 +18 
NN ET ee ere + 3 — 1 +14 
OS ee ee +1 +9 +10 
Moline-Rock Island........ +19 + 1 +15 
SE: cs sk wlesc ces-c soy +41 +24 +30 
og a oh pct i gia ai +8 +14 + 7 
a ee ee +10 +15 +15 
OIE So's vixcan pert y weet + 3 +1 + 6 











RETAIL TRADE 


great as 29 per cent in paint, glass, and wallpaper stores. 

Fewer and smaller annual gains were reported than in 
the last two months, furriers and fur shops leading the 
way with an increase of 38 per cent. Men’s and boys’ 
clothing stores reported the only other advance of more 
than 30 per cent. Liquor stores continued to show an 
annual decline, the November figure standing at 25 per 
cent below that of a year ago. 

Sales in the first 11 months of 1947 were 13 per cent 
above those for the corresponding period in 1946, led 
by increases of 77 per cent in motor vehicle trade and 43 
per cent in radio and household appliance dealers, in con- 
trast to a cumulative sales margin of only 5 per cent for 
department stores. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 











Percentage Change 
Nov., 1947, from 
Kind of Business 
Nov. Oct. 
1946 1947 
RMR ox sce va ee ie eras +9 0 
DEPARTMENT STORET oo oid sic csienee + 2 +7 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 

PUNE Sint nciccnass tacaseceedaaee + 1 0 
Grocery and combination stores........ + 5 2 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats)..} + 5 — § 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)..| + 5 0 
PE IN ron hs chip teats owen 62 0 +4 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores....... —11 — 8 
NE, CONNIE «5 in ciowwtececsass — 6 — 3 
Eating and Drinking Places........... | — 3 — 8 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms.... . 0 — 8 
Drinking places with meals............ —12 — 6 
Drinking places without meals......... —14 — 8 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... —25 + 1 
Pe oe ae can log Cate at onal aet eee + 2 +11 
i, ROPE rer rrer rire +21 + 1 
ee eee ere +20 + 8 
PUMNNNE 52.450. 0+nancttorip onaweeind + 2 —§ 
Book and Stationery Stores.............. — 2 —22 
Office, Store, School Supply Dealers......} +18 — 8 

Office, Store Appliance and Equipment 
ON EE OS COE, VE EE ET —20 —21 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores... .. 0 +15 
Lk Ree ee er ree +16 —4 
peer ere +16 +14 

Men’s, boys’ clothing and furnishings 
SN Eb oo GRR be Keak eee eee +24 +15 
Men’s and boys’ clothing stores...... +31 +14 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores....| + 1 +22 
Family clothing stores................ +11 +22 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores......... +14 +4 
Women’s accessories stores. ........... -—1 —16 
TN nn Fa nk Kaen tbe SOE +14 + 1 
Ee ee errr —7 + 4 
PT, Fr PS coo ec eea ceca +38 +71 
I ern cc tncckn onnadea eee’ —- 1 + 5 
ee eer en +22 — 6 
Motor-vehicle dealers................. +23 — 6 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers......... -— 1 - 9 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group.......| +15 -— § 
Ee eee Pe +13 — 8 
Floor coverings, drapery stores......... +25 0 
Radio-household appliance dealers...... +24 1 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group....... +18 —19 
Lumber-building-materials dealers...... +20 —19 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores.......... +12 —29 
PENG 5 = 5 o:s19.5 cae ana eat — 1 —- 9 
RS NE en es + 5 — 3 














Bureau of the Census. 





Source: 








Source: Bureau of the Census. 








CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

Consumers’ prices in Chicago fell 0.6 per cent between 
mid-September and mid-October, the first monthly de- 
crease since April, as the index, at 167.3, represented an 
11.9 per cent advance over a year ago. 

Food was the only group which showed a monthly de- 
cline, 1.8 per cent, but this was more than enough to offset 
a 12 per cent advance in the miscellaneous group and 
other increases of less than one-half of one per cent in 
fuel, electricity, and ice, housefurnishings, and clothing. 

The annual margin was the smallest reported since 
July, 1946, right after price controls were removed, but 
all groups except the miscellaneous class showed margins 
of more than 10 per cent. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 

















October, 1947 
Commodity Percentage Change from ie 
October | September | 1935-39 = 
1946 1947 100 

Fe er +11.9 —0.6 167.3 
err? +12.9 —1.8 207.1 
ECCT re +15.5 +0.1 189.4 

RE en ree * “a ° 
Fuel, electricity, and ice. . +12.3 +0.4 119.2 
Housefurnishings....... +11.1 +0.2 178.5 
Miscellaneous.......... + 9.4 +1.2 141.1 











* Not surveyed monthly. 



























































CONSUMERS’ PRICES IN CHICAGO 
1935 - 1939 = 100 
160 J 
140 f 
120 os 
100 ~ am 
80 i937 i930 io4i i943 i945 i947 


Retail Food Prices 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported monthly declines 
in retail food prices between September and October in 
the three Illinois cities covered in its survey, while annual 
margins were smaller than last month. 

Most monthly changes were relatively small, ranging 
from —3.9 per cent to +5.4 per cent, although fats and 
oils prices jumped 12.6 per cent (in Chicago), 15.3 per 
cent (in Peoria), and 9.8 per cent (in Springfield). 

Chicago prices fell 1.8 per cent in the month, chiefly 
the result of decreases in quotations on meats, poultry, and 
fish (3.5 per cent) and fruits and vegetables (3.3 per cent). 
Smaller declines were reported in eggs and dairy products, 
whereas beverages, cereals and bakery products, and sugar 
and sweets showed slight gains. The annual margin, 


' +12.9 per cent, was the smallest since price controls were 


lifted in June, 1946. 

The smallest monthly decline was reported for Peoria, 
0.3 per cent. Along with the above-mentioned increase, 
beverage prices advanced 5.4 per cent, almost offsetting 
declines of 3.1 per cent in dairy products and 2.4 per cent 
in fruits and vegetables. The October annual margin in 
Peoria was also the smallest reported since June, 1946. 

Monthly decreases in Springfield prices of dairy prod- 
ucts (3.9 per cent), fruits and vegetables (2.7 per cent), 
and meats, poultry, and fish (2.6 per cent) more than 
counteracted the advance mentioned above and a sizable 
3.2 per cent increase in beverage prices, and led to the 
“all foods” drop of 1.6 per cent. Springfield reported the 














—- Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional greatest annual margin of the three cities, 17.6 per cent. 
ce. 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change October, 1947, from 
Commodity Group October, 1946 September, 1947 

Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
ak asscaksxuiaiars’ id biewWeleeteaeeeee +12.9 +12.4 +17.6 — 1.8 — 0.3 —1.6 
Cereals and bakery goods.................... +14.0 +17.4 +18.2 + 1.8 + 1.1 0 
PR oo a ates ca eh ators Seas +23.7 +18.2 +31.5 — 3.5 — 0.5 —2.6 
PU cnn oticwb as enki ries aeousumurne — 7.5 — 5.4 — 5.0 — 1.8 — 3.1 —3.9 
es raha bana tM aitie torn ae etd canteen + 3.8 + 8.9 + 2.4 — 2.3 — 0.1 +1.4 
es WI, on nsw vende c kasha depawes +18.0 + 7.9 +13.2 — 3.3 — 2.4 —2.7 
ES ae ee Cray eee +21.5 + 4.0 +17.8 — 3.5 — 3.9 —1.7 
NS OR eee ree oe enneet ce epee! + 6.5 + 6.5 + 0.8 — 2.8 — 1.5 —1.2 
Ae ss ame oa iteds ce akin adae aa hen +25.9 +35.3 +21.8 — 1.4 + 2.4 —9.7 
IID cng cca taste Hamre bale 6 aed ear eee on +17.8 +17.6 +17.0 + 2.2 + 5.4 +3.2 
OS SEE Cn Se +32.8 +46.0 +40.5 +12.6 +15.3 +9.8 
ee I, 5 doc ceca sider pacts GRuse eee + 8.9 +18.7 +20.3 + 1.0 + 1.0 0 























Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
firms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
strued as representing total employment changes in any 
particular area.) 


Continuing the steady rise of the last few months in 
Illinois employment and pay rolls were gains of 1.2 per 
cent in each between October and November, as reflected 
in the sample of firms employing more than 900,000 non- 


} agricultural workers. 


EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


Pay rolls showed greater gains than employment in 
manufacturing firms, as monthly increases of 1.4 per cent 
for the former and only 0.8 per cent for the latter were 
reported. Annually, pay rolls showed a margin of more 
than 13 per cent while employment advanced only 2.1 
per cent. The largest such gains occurred in meat packing 
plants, with sizable increases in electrical machinery and 
apparatus, machinery and machine tool, and sheet iron and 
tin plate firms. 

The greatest factor in increased employment was the 
pre-Christmas preparation of department and variety 
stores and mail order houses, augmenting sales and service 
forces with a large number of part-time workers. Declines 
in pay rolls in the nonmanufacturing group were reported 
for local railroads and buses. 

Average weekly earnings dropped to $55.30 in No- 
vember, although manufacturing wages rose to $57.07. 
Men averaged $62.32, with higher weekly earnings in the 
nonmanufacturing group largely because of extremely 
high wages and some overtime in the coal industry, while 
women averaged $40.26. Hourly earnings rose to $1.36 for 
both sexes, although weekly hours of work declined. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 























ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 
Percentage Change October 15 - November 15, 1947 November, 1947, indexes 

(1935-1939 = 100) 

All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 

City-Area Establishments* Establishments Establishments 

Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls 

EE MUTI igs nai orden rave Secalacaonanedio +1.2 +1.2 +0.8 +1.4 132.9 298.2 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. +1.2 +1.3 +0.6 +1.6 139.9 314.5 
i a a +1.2 +1.3 +0.4 +1.5 135.9 309.2 
Waukegan-North Chicago.............. +1.7 —1.1 +1.8 oO. - ¥.. ~.joen 2) & Oo Rae 
Other GUDUFORE OTORB... 6 «onc csccccccse +1.7 +1.8 +1.5 +2.3 183.7 337.9 
DOW Rett BREA ok. si ccsccsices +1.2 +0.9 +1.1 +0.9 121.3 272.6 
Alton-Wood River area................ +0.3 +1.1 +0.3 +1.1 181.7 434.8 
I a ert ciavent Lie cis eruie ans usa oak MCA +1.1 +3.1 +1.0 +3.3 139.6 365.6 
I Sais et as rete med a +0.5 —7.4 0.0 —7.9 81.9 181.9 
Bloomington-Normal.................. +0.2 —8.6 —0.3 —10.1 156.3 280 ;2 
SET ox oi vonsccecacenent +8.5 +2.3 +13.2 bs octaheatnide . aches 
RE can da aie Go ORS a oo a +1.1 +2.7 +1.2 +3.1 73.7 168.8 
RIE ire ip = ay rose re +1.1 +2.1 +0.5 +1.9 126.3 299.2 
ee We, MOIR. vec acescseacees —0.1 —0.6 —0.6 +0.7 iZ2.2 250.2 
NE ead saacaans 6 deencch one ed ee eae +2.3 +4.1 +1.5 +3.8 104.4 236.2 
POR cs bene wuNdined aek Macerese ees —4.2 —9.8 —4.7 —10.3 82.5 172.3 
ee, ee ies akin Seed mae en et anes +0.8 —1.2 +1.0 wee *"h Sola | ee 
MOI, i os dweeadvitearcetes —2.3 +0.5 —2.3 +0.4 123.9 254.7 
os ee wh a sistl ce gists Ge Grad —0.2 —1.3 —0.5 —1.2 121.0 284.3 
ankakee-Bradley area................ +5.1 +5.9 +5.7 +6.6 152.9 436.0 
MI os 85 ed 3. o wsb canes Sov +1.3 +0.8 +1.1 Cee bo ceme > OR recom 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —0.7 +1.0 —0.8 +0.8 121.1 260.9 
BR Bibi nak odin cs eGSSss aeevels +2.6 +7.2 +3.1 ee 2 saeaee Oo Eh? “eee 
errr Peart Pe ce eee +1.7 —4.0 +1.5 —4.4 133.8 297.6 
Ne a ee i ele —2.9 —12.5 —3.1 eR — Aacooe) © ~ 7 yee 
PNG DUNE co done cua DR bh eae beds +0.9 +3.0 +0.9 +3.1 160.5 303.7 
i tw tute dali a hibh phen bneies +2.1 +4.2 +1.9 +4.3 138.9 282.2 
adhd dal nh ici a cana aise WO el +1.0 +1.7 +1.1 +1.8 150.1 400.4 
OT RRR Ra ara ate NER = rah Pee a eit +1.0 —1.8 +1.0 —1.9 126.6 284.4 
i a I ales aloe +4.4 +2.9 +4.9 +3.5 294.5 645.4 
Sterling-Rock Falls... .........cceccece: +4.5 +4.4 +4.9 +4.9 108.2 295.7 
ain I RO SE RO a te +0.1 —4.1 0.0 me. Em | ety tiie 6 ek SMe datas 
ae Meade are oer +1.6 +1.3 +2.1 +1.7 97.4 207.7 























* As manufacturing industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 
Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

Small gains in both employment and pay rolls in the 
November sample were attributed to increases in chemicals, 
explosives, and soaps firms and higher pay rolls in glass and 
glass products companies. Postal receipts and bank debits 
dropped 0.9 per cent and 8.0 per cent, respectively, in the month, 
but were still 8.1 per cent and 17.2 per cent above last year’s 
figures. Building permits also showed a monthly decline, 19.4 
per cent, but retail trade advanced on~both bases, 2 per cent 
from October and 17 per cent from November, 1946. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Firms producing machinery and machine tools and sheet 
iron and tin plate contributed to gains of 1.1 per cent in em- 
ployment and 3.1 per cent in pay rolls in the November sample. 
Monthly declines of 6.5 per cent in postal receipts (up 17.6 
per cent annually) and 7.6 per cent in bank debits (88 per 
cent above last November) were reported, as building permit 
valuations dropped to less than half the October volume. 
Department stores showed sales gains of 18.0 per cent in the 
month and 21.2 per cent in the year, however. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

November sample employment increased 0.5 per cent, but 
lower pay rolls in boots and shoes and heating and plumbing 
equipment firms caused a 7.4 per cent drop in wage disburse- 
ments. Postal receipts dropped 9.2 per cent between October 
and November, with an annual decline of 4.0 per cent. Build- 
ing permit valuations were down to less than 40 per cent of the 
October volume, while retail trade showed a small monthly 
decline but was still up 16 per cent annually. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000) 


(Blocmington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Declines in heating and plumbing equipment and machinery 
and machine tool firms led to an 8.6 per cent drop in pay rolls 
in the November sample, although employment increased 
slightly. Although both bank debits and postal receipts showed 
monthly declines of more than 10 per cent, annual changes of 
+ 13.0 per cent for the former and — 8.7 per cent for the 
latter were reported. Valuations of building permits also 
dropped between October and November, 18.7 per cent. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA (Pop. 37,366) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

Manufacturing of “other groceries” and trade in department, 
variety, and apparel stores were up in November, with sample 
gains of 8.5 per cent in employment and 2.3 per cent in pay 
rolls for the area. Postal receipts were down for the month in 
both cities, 29.8 per cent in Champaign and 0.5 per cent in 
Urbana, but showed a 6.8 per cent annual decline in the former 
and a 21.5 per cent annual gain in the latter. Bank debits also 
dropped in the month, but were up for the year. November 
building permits were valued at $135,050. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 


a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
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the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world jn 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agrj. 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 

Increased operations in meat packing and electrical ma- 
chinery and apparatus firms and seasonal gains in department 
and variety stores and mail order houses contributed to 
November sample gains of 1.2 per cent in employment and 13 
per cent in pay rolls. October-November declines of 4.2 per 
cent for postal receipts and 11.3 per cent for bank debits were 
reported, although annual gains were 6.5 per cent for the 
former and 15.4 per cent for the latter. Building permit valua- 
tions also dropped a slight 4.5 per cent in the month, to a total 
of $14,259,676. Retail trade remained on the same level as in 
October, but showed an annual margin of only 9 per cent. 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

Increases of 1.1 per cent in employment and 2.7 per cent in 
pay rolls in the November sample were attributed to foundries, 
forges, and railway car building and repair shops. Postal 
receipts and bank debits both showed declines of more than 10 
per cent between October and November, with annual advances 
of 4.3 per cent and 10.3 per cent, respectively. Building permits 
issued in November were valued at $100,253, up 7.5 per cent 
from last month’s valuations. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 63,750) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Greater activity in heating and plumbing equipment firms 
and department and variety stores and increases in other lines 
were reflected in the November sample gains of 1.1 per cent in 
employment and 2.1 per cent in pay rolls. Monthly declines of 
13.6 per cent for postal receipts and 33.0 per cent for bank 
debits were reported for November, although annual gains of 
8.6 per cent and 1.8 per cent, respectively, were shown. Build- 
ing permit valuations, at $598,850, were down less than 1 per 
cent in the month. Department store sales were up 4.0 per cent 
from October and 13.7 per cent from November, 1946, while 
retail trade in general advanced only 1 per cent on both bases. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Declines in heating and plumbing equipment, chemicals, 
explosives, and soaps, and rubber products firms more than 
offset gains in meat packing, with small November sample 
decreases in both employment and pay rolls. Both bank debits 
and postal receipts fell between October and November (129 
per cent and 3.9 per cent, respectively), but rose on an annual 
basis (19.7 per cent and 9.5 per cent). Retail trade showed a 
similar trend with a 14 per cent drop in the month, but a 3 per 
cent increase over November, 1946. Building permit valuations 
were 38.7 per cent higher than in October, rising to $341,600. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, compacts, dressef 
sets, radios, electric toasters, dairy products, automobile accessories, 
capping and filling machines, water softeners, street sweepers, wood- 
work, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, 
screws, bolts, and tools, and engaged in meat packing and processing 
and publishing.) 

Department and variety stores, electrical machinery and 
apparatus, and watches, clocks, and jewelry firms contributed to 
the November sample gains in employment and pay rolls. 
October-November declines of 20.5 per cent and 11.8 per cent 
were reported for postal receipts and bank debits, respectively, 
but both were up annually, 9.0 per cent and 1.8 per cent. Valua- 
tions of building permits fell 14.3 per cent to $101,795 in the 
month. Department stores reported monthly and annual gains 
of 19.8 per cent and 12.2 per cent. 




















FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

The partial closing of a firm in the drugs, compounds, and 
cosmetics industry and a decline in dairy products production 
more than offset other small gains, as employment and pay rolls 
dropped 4.2 per cent and 9.8 per cent, respectively, in the 
November sample. Building permit valuations dropped to 
$46,200, 20.0 per cent below the October figure. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products, and work clothing. It has railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, and limestone quarries.) 

Monthly declines in blast furnaces and rolling mills and 
“other paper goods” industries, gains in gravel and other 
stone yards, and divergent trends in other concerns, resulted in 
small decreases in employment and pay rolls in the Novembtr 
sample. Postal receipts advanced 30 per cent in the month 
and 32.2 per cent annually, but bank debits were down on both 
bases, 9.1 per cent and 0.3 per cent. Department store sales and 
retail trade were up 15.3 per cent and 9 per cent, respectively, 
in the month and 11.0 per cent and 1 per cent on a yearly 
basis. Building permit valuations slumped to $152,420, 43.4 per 
cent below October. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for — implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) ‘ 

Employment and pay rolls advanced in the November sample, 
chiefly as a result of gains in heating and plumbing equipment, 
agricultural implements, and furniture and cabinet work firms. 
Department store trade and postal receipts fell between October 
and November (1.1 per cent and 4.8 per cent, respectively), but 
rose substantially over a year ago (22.2 per cent and 15.9 per 
cent). No building permits were issued in November, com- 
pared with permits valued at $744,500 in October. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

The Chamber of Commerce reported a slight monthly in- 
crease in employment. (1.7 per cent), but a 1.8 per cent de- 
cline in pay rolls. Both were up on a yearly basis, however, 21.3 
per cent and 56.0 per cent, respectively. Postal receipts and 
bank debits fell 3.1 per cent and 19.7 per cent in the month, but 
rose 19.9 per cent and 12.2 per cent, respectively, above No- 
vember, 1946. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria, a highly diversified industrial city, is the largest producer of 
earth-moving equipment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical 
plants, agricultural implement plants, and stockyards, and firms en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, malleable 
iron, and steel products such as wire rods, fencing, stoves, furnaces, 
and sheet metal goods. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed.) 

Monthly increases in electrical machinery and apparatus, 
blast furnaces and rolling mills and beverage firms (anticipating 
the distillery “holiday”) contributed to November sample gains 
in employment and pay rolls. Valuations of building permits, 
$376,076, were one-third below the October figure. Retail trade 
and department store sales were up 14 per cent and 14.7 per 
cent in the month, and 8 per cent and 11./ per cent on a yearly 
basis. Postal receipts and bank debits, down 10.7 per cent and 
64 per cent, respectively, between October and November, 
showed annual gains, however, of 10.6 per cent and 19.3 
per cent. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
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tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 

Machinery and machine tools, boots and shoes, and men’s 
furnishings and clothing firms reported monthly increases in 
the November sample and sent employment and pay rolls up 2.1 
per cent and 4.2 per cent, respectively. Postal receipts declined 
19# per cent between October and November and 4.6 per cent 
below a year ago. Building permit valuations fell to $91,650, 
little more than 40 per cent of the October figure. Bank debits 
were 5.9 per cent below October, but 21.8 per cent above No- 
vember, 1946. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, w and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Employment and pay rolls gained in the November sample, 
owing to monthly increases in sheet iron and tin plate, knit 
goods, cutlery, edge tools and hardware, and machinery and 
machine tool industries. Bank debits and postal receipts de- 
creased in the month, 6.9 per cent and 11.4 per cent, respectively, 
but advanced on an annual basis, 15.7 per cent and 11.4 per 
cent. Department store sales were up on both bases, 16.3 per 
cent and 12.7 P al cent. Building permit valuations, at $389,775, 
were almost per cent below the October level, but electric 
power sales showed a 12.2 per cent increase. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting rs rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

The November sample showed gains in employment and 
declines in pay rolls in both cities, as agricultural implement 
firms in Moline and saw and planing mills and rubber products 
concerns in Rock Island reported similar diverse trends. Postal 
receipts declined 7.4 per cent in Rock Island and 29.2 per cent 
in Moline in the month, but both cities reported yearly gains 
of more than 10 per cent. Retail trade was 1 per cent above the 
October figure and 19 per cent over a year ago, but building 
permit valuations fell 16.6 per cent in Rock Island and 46.1 per 
cent in Moline in the month. Bank debits in Moline followed 
about the same pattern as postal receipts, but department store 
sales showed gains on both bases. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield ha 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Automobile parts, machinery and machine tool, and agricul- 
tural implement industries led the monthly gains in both em- 
ployment and pay rolls in the November sample. Monthly de- 
clines of 26.6 per cent and 15.4 per cent were reported for postal 
receipts and bank debits, respectively, but both rose on a yearly 
basis, 5.5 per cent and 7.5 per cent. Department store sales 
and retail trade increased 9.8 per cent and 15 per cent, respec- 
tively, between October and November, and 18.5 per cent and 
10 per cent above November, 1946. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city’’ area embracing Jackson, Williamson. and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, geen 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural. areas, have a total population of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 


Building permit valuations in four cities dropped sharply 
from the high October level, but were almost 16 times as great 
as a year ago. Postal receipts also declined in November, 6.8 
per cent, but similarly showed an annual increase, 9.7 per cent. 
Retail trade indicated a September-October advance of 1.8 per 
cent, up 17.5 per cent from a year before. 
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